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The third age seems particularly conducive to tandental values.

Often lived in a simple way, but not for that reasany less profound, the religious
faith of older people of both sexes is highly dsiBed; this is also determined by the
relative strength of their faith in their earlidel

At times, it is distinguished by a kind of fatalism such cases, suffering, disabilities,
ilinesses, the losses inseparable from this pha$s&epare regarded, if not as divine
punishments, at least as signs of a God who isongelr benevolent. The ecclesial
community has the responsibility to purify thisaidm by helping to develop the
religious faith of older people and by restorinigastizon of hope to it.

In this task, catechesis has a role of primary m@xe to play. It is the job of
catechesis to purge faith of fear, to overcomerttage of a wrathful God, and to lead
the older person to discover the God of love.

Older people are the privileged witnesses, whoteatify—both before human society
and before the Christian community—to God's fidelitg always keeps the promises
he has made to man.

The pastoral task of evangelizing oreeangelizing older members of the community
must aim at fostering the spirituality that is peuto this age of life: i.e. a spirituality
based on the continual rebirth that Jesus himsstbmmended to the elderly
Nicodemus. Jesus urged Nicodemus not to let olcstagel in the way of rebirth. To be
reborn to a life that is ever new and full of hopes don't need to go back to our
mother's womb: we need to be “born from above”ppgning ourselves up to the gift
of the Spirit; for “what is born of human naturehigman; what is born of the Spirit is
spirit” (Jn 3:6).

Christ's call to holiness is addressed to all Issidles, in every phase of human life:
“You must therefore set no bounds to your lovet assyour heavenly Father sets none
to his” (Mt 5:48). In spite of the passing of years, whichgiglampening enthusiasm
and draining away energy, older people must thesdfel themselves more than ever
called to persevere in the search for Christiamiegk: Christians must never let apathy
or tiredness impede their spiritual journey.






